
The official agent for economic 

and community development for 

the Village of New Bremen is the 

New Bremen Community Improve-

ment Corporation (CIC).  While 

many may think that the CIC is 

the first organization to promote 

the economic development of our 

community, this is not the case.   

Documents donated to the New 

Bremen Historic Association show 

that another organization, The 

New Bremen Development Corpo-

ration, was in existence in the late 

1950õs.  The documents indicate 

the organization was a partner-

ship of the local government and 

local businesses and residents.  A 

list of contributors to the organi-

zation includes some long stand-

ing businesses in New Bremen.  

Among them are First National 

Bank, American Budget Company, 

Schwietermanõs Drug Store, West-

ern Ohio Hardware, IGA Market, 

and Waltõs Barbershop. 

It appears as though while active 

in the late 1950õs, the New Bre-

men Development Corporation 

experienced a period of inactivity 

until the late 1970õs.     

In July, 1979, The New Bremen 

Community Improvement Corpo-

ration filed papers of incorpora-

tion and was formally approved 

by then Ohio Secretary of State, 

Anthony J. Celebrezee,   

The members had a vision to 

develop an industrial park for 

New Bremen.  Under the leader-

ship of then Mayor, Urban 

Buscher, a plan was developed 

and the CIC began to actively 

negotiate with local land owners.  

Parcel by parcel they were able to 

acquire land for what is now Bun-

ker Hill Industrial Park. 

Fully equipped with roads, water 

and sanitary sewer, Bunker Hill 

Industrial Park is a valuable asset 

to the community. It is home to 9 

businesses, which employ over 

200 workers.  Along with Crown 

Equipment, the areaõs largest 

employer, the businesses in Bun-

ker Hill form the backbone of New 

Bremenõs local manufacturing 

economy. 

The New Bremen Community 

Improvement Corporation has as 

its sole purpose, òadvancing, 

encouraging and promoting the 

industrial, economic, commercial 

and civic developmentó of the 

Village of New Bremen.    

The organization continues to be 

a partnership of public and pri-

vate interests.  The 15 individuals 

who serve as Trustees for the CIC 

are representatives from local 

governments and businesses who 

volunteer their time for the better-

ment of the village and surround-

ing community. 

The History and Mission of The Community Improvement Corporation 

Welcome to New Bremen NOW! 

Welcome to the first issue of 

New Bremen NOW!  The goal  of 

this quarterly newsletter is to 

keep you informed of the devel-

opment activities taking place 

NOW in our community.   

In this first  issue youõll find a 

history of the CIC, a chance to 

meet the members of the CIC 

Board of Trustees, project up-

dates, and the dates of   up-

coming events.   

In future issues we will include 

information about development 

programs and topics of interest 

to local businesses. 

We hope you find New Bremen 

NOW! Informative.  If you sug-

gestions for future content, 

please contact Karen Mauch, 

Economic Development Director 

for the village at nbecon-

dev@nktelco.net. 
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Construction on the Mi-

ami and Erie Canal Visi-

tors Center began.  In 

summer 2009. When 

finished, the Lock-

keeperõs House, as it is 

know locally, will be 

home to the Southwest-

ern Auglaize County 

Chamber of Commerce, 

and the Miami and Erie 

Canal Corridor Associa-

tion.  Construction of the 

visitors center is funded 

by a $600,000 grant 

awarded to the Village 

by the Department of 

Transportation and a 

$120,000 local match 

supplied by the New 

Bremen Historic Asso-

ciation. 

The village and the New 

Bremen-New Knoxville 

Rotary club have part-

nered to develop Rotary 

Centennial Park, the 

green space located at 

the NW corner of SR 66 

and 274.  The village 

invested $125,000 In 

work to shore up the 

banks of the Miami and 

Erie Canal and the NB-

NK Rotary Club is pro-

viding the landscaping.  

The project will be com-

pleted in  2010. 

The village of New Bremen 

continued investing in infra-

structure quality services 

residents.  

$1 million was spent in 

expanding the capacity 

of the electric substa-

tion at the southwest 

end of the industrial 

park.  The expansion 

allows the village to dou-

ble its capacity.    

Add i t i o na l l y ,  o ve r 

$500,000 was invested 

in street and alley pro-

jects around the village. 

Two new businesses arrived 

in our community. 

La Piazza opened its 

doors in July 2009 in 

downtown New Bremen 

Cardinal Express moved 

into the former Pak-a-

Sak location on SR 66. 

2009 was certainly a year to 

remember for the challenges 

faced, but in all the uncer-

tainty, there remained the 

fact that New Bremen is a 

solid place to live and do 

business. Companies  and 

residents made investments 

in their businesses, their 

homes and in our commu-

nity. Village leaders invested 

in projects that will ensure a 

continuation of  quality ser-

vices and facilities.   

 

2010 brings with it opportu-

nities.  Activities of 2009 

indicated that the busi-

nesses and residents of New 

Bremen will take advantage 

of those opportunities. 

A Review of 2009 

No one can deny that 2009 

will  be remembered as a 

year of challenges.  Numer-

ous economic crisis collided 

and created conditions 

which were less than favor-

able for businesses and con-

sumers.  And New Bremen 

was not immune to these 

challenges.  Local compa-

nies found themselves cut-

ting workers hours and even 

forced to let workers go in 

order to remain competitive 

and in business. The local 

housing market slowed  But 

in spite of the challenges of 

2009, the village can count 

several positive things that 

came to pass.   

Local companies did invest 

their facilities.    

Kinninger Production 

Welding invested in a 

new nitrogen tank to 

enhance its operations.   

Precision Reflex added 

a 6200 sq. ft. addition 

to its building in Bunker 

Hill Industrial Park.   

In July Elmwood of New 

Bremen broke ground 

for itõs new assisted 

living community. Elm-

wood will invest over $4 

million dollars in the 

construction and the 

facility will bring over 35 

jobs to our community. 

Residents invested in their 

homes. 

Building permits issued 

to homeowners totaled 

over $300,000  

Public and private partner-

ships continued. 

2009 was certainly a year to 

remember for the challenges 

faced, but in all the 

uncertainty, there remained 

the fact that New Bremen is 

a solid place to live and do 

business. Companies  and 

residents made investments 

in their businesses, their 

homes and in our 

community.     
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Two Projects from 2009 

 

Top:  Architects drawings of  the Miami and Erie 

Canal Visitors Center. 

 

Bottom:  Work on expansion of Village Electric 

Substation. 



Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Miami & 

Erie Canal Visitors Center. 

in the history and develop-

ment of New Bremen.   

In addition to the offices for 

those organizations, the 

building will have a large 

meeting room on the sec-

ond story  which will be 

available for public meet-

ings. 

The building was designed 

by the architectural firm of 

Garmann Miller and Associ-

ates of Minster.  The exte-

rior appearance is based 

upon photographs of the 

original structure which 

stood on the site until the 

late 1960õs. 

Construction of the visitors 

center is funded by a 

$600,000 Grant from the 

Department of Transporta-

tion and a $120,000 local 

match supplied by the New 

Bremen Historic Associa-

tion. 

The building is expected to 

be completed in Spring of 

2010 

. 

Construction continues on 

the Miami and Erie Canal 

Visitors Center.  Know lo-

cally as the Lockkeepers 

House, when completed 

the building will be home to 

the Southwestern Auglaize 

County Chamber of Com-

merce, the Miami and Erie 

Canal Corridor Association 

and will house many of the 

artifacts of the New Bre-

men Historic Association. 

Visitors to New Bremen will 

have the opportunity to see 

numerous artifacts that 

highlight the importance of 

the Miami and Erie Canal 

Visitors will have the 

opportunity to see 

artifacts and exhibits 

which highlight the 

importance of the 

Miami and Erie 

Canal in the history 

and development of 

New Bremen.    

At one time a tractor was the 

only piece of heavy equipment 

you would see at the corner of 

Amsterdam Road and South 

Walnut Street . Today, construc-

tion equipment and trailers are 

a common site.  Construction of 

Elmwood Communities in New 

Bremen is well underway. 

Following the groundbreaking in 

July, construction of the as-

sisted living center began.  

When complete Elmwood of 

New Bremen will feature sixty-

four assisted living units, a com-

munity area, dining room and 

courtyard, just to mention a few 

of the features.  Elmwood of 

New Bremen will also have a 

self-contained dementia care 

unit. 

Construction is anticipated to 

be completed in late spring 

2010. 

Elmwood Communities Construction Underway 

Right Elmwood Communities 

Owner, Kathy Hunt, is joined by 

family, friends and colleagues 

breaking ground for Elmwood 

of New Bremen in July. 
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Miami and Erie Canal Visitors Center 



The Board of Trustees of the 

New Bremen Community Im-

provement Corporation is 

composed of elected and ap-

pointed officials from New 

Bremen and German Town-

ship.  In addition, several resi-

dents serve on the Board as 

well.  Members  and Officers 

(and affiliations) of the 2010 

Board of Trustees are: 

Dave Dunlap (Precision Re-

flex, Inc.)President, Chris 

Fyock (Minster Bank) Viceð 

President, Karen Mauch 

(Village of New Bremen, Eco-

nomic Development Director)-

Sec/Treasurer, Dave Albers 

(German Township Trustee), 

Jeff Ahlers (Post Printing), Rod 

Brandt (Thieman Stamping), 

Cathi Hall (Topsy Turvy Toys),  

Sharon Miller (New Bremen 

School Board) Dr. Jeff Paul 

(Paul Chiropractic Clinic) Jeff 

Pape (Mayor, New Bremen), 

Ron Tenkman (Benchmark 

Industrial Supply), John 

Schwartz (New Bremen Village 

Council), Steve Smith (New 

Bremen Village Solicitor), 

Steve Wills (New Bremen Vil-

lage Counci l ) ,  Wayne 

York.(New Bremen Village 

Meet the CIC Board of Trustees 

On March 25, The Villages and 

School Districts of Minster, New 

Bremen and New Knoxville are 

coming together to sponsor Com-

munity Career Connection, an 

evening where students and their 

parents can learn about the ca-

reers and jobs that offer the most 

opportunity for growth in our area. 

The evening will begin with a 

presentation by Tony Bagshaw of 

Battelle for Kids.  He will speak 

on the need for education and 

students to challenge themselves 

if they are to be able to take ad-

vantage of future career opportu-

nities.   

Representatives from area busi-

nesses and local colleges and 

career centers will be on hand to 

discuss the career opportunities 

in the business sectors of Health 

Care, Logistics, Manufacturing 

and Business Services.  These 

four sectors have been identified 

by the Ohio Department of Devel-

opment as those with the great-

est growth potential for West 

Central Ohioñwhich includes the 

three villages. 

Students will participate in a 

òspeed datingó  event where they 

will be able to speak with workers 

about the type of work they do, 

and the education needed in 

order to enter the field.    

At the same time, parents will 

here a presentation about the 

projected job growth in targeted 

industries, the education required 

for those jobs and projected an-

nual salary for the positions.  

Community Career Connection 

will be held at the New Bremen 

High School.  For more informa-

tion, Karen Mauch, Economic 

Development Director at 419-629

-2447, or Ann Harvey, New Bre-

men School Superintendent, 419-

629-8606 

Community Career Connection 

CCC is an event 

where students and 

their parents can learn 

about the careers and 

jobs that offer the 

most opportunity for 

growth in our area. 
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Administrator) 

Staff support for the CIC is 

provided by Karen Mauch, 

Village Economic Develop-

ment Director and Wayne 

York, Village Administrator.  

The CIC meets at 6:00 pm the 

first Tuesday of each month in 

the New Bremen Municipal 

Building and are open to the 

public.   

Each year the New Bremen 

CIC sponsors an annual 

luncheon.  The luncheon is 

an opportunity for the com-

munity to come together  

and learn about the activi-

ties of the CIC during the 

preceding year.   

The agenda also includes a 

featured speaker.  In the 

past those who have at-

tended the luncheon have 

learned about the workforce 

training programs at the 

Wright State University Lake 

Campus and the History of 

Economic Development in 

New Bremen. 

This year the program will be 

a Celebration of New Bre-

menõs Entrepreneurial Spirit. 

Local business owners Dave 

Dunlap, Lisa Davidson and 

Cathi Hall will share the sto-

ries of their success. 

The CIC luncheon will be 

held on Thursday, April 15th 

CIC Annual Luncheon 

as Speedway Lanes..  More 

information will be available 

soon on the village website, 

www.newbremen.com. 

 



The Business Journal is a 

regional business publica-

tion which is distributed 

in the 13 counties of  

West Central Ohio.  In 

December, the Journal 

published a supplement in 

which Auglaize County 

was featured. 

The New Bremen CIC 

placed and advertisement 

in the supplement to share 

the message that New 

Bremen has sites, workers 

and a pro-business  

attitude that are ready for  

business NOW! 

CIC Places Advertisement in Regional Business Publication 
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